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  From the Desk of the Cancer Committee Chairman  

	 Retreat Hospital embraces the vision of �improving the health of the communities we serve by 
providing innovative, comprehensive and compassionate healthcare services at the best value.� In pursing 
this vision, Retreat Hospital�s Community Hospital Cancer Program follows the goal of the American 
College of Surgeons to decrease the morbidity and mortality of cancer, through ACoS guidelines as  
standards set forth by this organization. 

	 This annual report re�ects data regarding cancer diagnoses at Retreat Hospital in 2005 with speci�c 
site and comparative reports. Some highlights of Retreat Hospital�s Community Hospital Cancer Program 
2005 activities are enumerated below:

�	 Sponsorship of the �Colossal Colon� with cooperation from the American Cancer Society and the 
Virginia Department of Health

�	 PSA screening and prostate information at three local grocery stores
�	 Community presentations on cancer prevention and early detection
�	 Institution of a �Post-colorectal Surgery Education� packet for patients with resections, and a �Post-

mastectomy Education packet for mastectomy patients
�	 Continued education and certi�cation through a national organization for staff administering 

chemotherapy 
�	 Community education, as well as a support group for lymphedema patients by Retreat�s trained 

lymphedema therapists 
�	 Involvement in Relay for Life and Daffodil Days, American Cancer Society events
�	 �Spiritual Opportunities During Grief and Loss� church presentations by the hospital chaplain

	 We are grateful for the dedication of our multidisciplinary team, as they continue to provide quality 
cancer care to the members of our communities.

 — Ghulam D. Qureshi, MD
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  Cancer Registry Focus  

By Richard M. Clary, MD and Carlene C. Bennett, RN, CTR

	 There are more than 1400 Commission on Cancer (CoC) approved hospitals in the United 
States and Puerto Rico, representing close to twenty-�ve percent of all hospitals. Eighty percent of newly 
diagnosed cancer patients each year are diagnosed and/or treated at Commission on Cancer approved 
hospitals. Approval by the Commission on Cancer indicates the facility is compliant with the pre-
set standards which address all elements of the facility�s Cancer Program. These standards include a 

multidisciplinary Cancer Committee, cancer case focused conferences for physicians, 
a high quality outcome improvement program, quality clinical services and a cancer 
registry. Retreat Hospital is proud to continue to maintain its approval by the American 
College of Surgeon�s Commission on Cancer as a Community Hospital Cancer Program. 




